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Cambridge Declaration on Democratic Cooperation and Convergence for Afghanistan

At the Fifth Cambridge Afghanistan Series, we, the participants, affirming our shared
responsibility for Afghanistan’s future and recognising the imperative of legitimate, inclusive,
democratic, and development-oriented governance, set forth the following principles as a
common framework for cooperation and convergence:

1. Freedom, Equality & Human Dignity

All citizens of Afghanistan are entitled to equal dignity, freedom, justice, and fundamental
rights. Women and girls must enjoy full political, civil, economic, educational, and social
rights. Freedom of expression, belief, peaceful assembly, access to information, and
protection for civil society, journalists, and human rights defenders are essential to a just
society and are consistent with Islamic ethical values and traditions.

2. Equal Citizenship & National Representation

Afghanistan belongs equally to all its citizens. Every ethnic, religious, linguistic, regional, and
social community must have a meaningful voice through representative institutions. Women,
youth, civil society, ulema, minorities, and the diaspora must have genuine opportunities for
political participation, drawing where appropriate on Afghanistan’s traditions of
consultation.

3. Unity Through Diversity

Afghanistan’s diversity is a national strength. We reject discrimination, exclusion, hate
speech, and collective punishment. National solidarity must be built upon equal citizenship,
mutual respect, justice, and a shared sense of belonging for all the people of Afghanistan.

4. Constitutional Legitimacy & Rule of Law

We supportrestoring constitutional legitimacy through an inclusive, Afghanistan-led political
process through which the people determine the future structure of their state, consistent
with the spiritual teachings of Islam and the rule of law. We support judicial independence,
accountable institutions, separation of powers, free and fair elections, and peaceful transfers
of power. No individual, institution, or movement stands above the law.

5. Popular Sovereignty & National Independence

Afghanistan’s future must be determined by its own people. We reject terrorism, extremism,
proxy conlict, hate speech, and foreign interference that undermines Afghanistan’s



sovereignty or imposes outcomes against the people’s will. Afghanistan should pursue
constructive relations with its neighbours, the region, and the international community while
safeguarding its independence.

6. Peace, Security & Development

Sustainable peace requires more than the absence of conlict. It requires professional,
inclusive, law-abiding security institutions accountable to legitimate civilian authority,
alongside economic opportunity, employment, education, basic services, and transparent
and equitable national development.

7. Democratic Cooperation & Convergence

Afghanistan’s democratic future is being advanced by various igures and initiatives. We seek
to transform this diversity into strength through consultation, dialogue, cooperation, and
convergence around common ground, while respecting the autonomy of each initiative.
Differences among democratic actors should be resolved through dialogue and mutual
understanding rather than through division or unproductive competition.

8. Practical Action & Shared Responsibility

We commit to laying the groundwork for a practical and voluntary framework through which
democratic actors can harmonise policies, build consensus, develop common positions, and
strengthen engagement with Afghanistan’s society, the region, and the international
community. This may include regular consultations, working groups, joint declarations, and
appropriate coordination mechanisms, remaining open to all individuals and initiatives that
subscribe to these principles.

Our shared responsibility is to turn dialogue into cooperation, cooperation into coordinated
action, and coordinated action into a peaceful, inclusive, democratic, sovereign, and
prosperous future for Afghanistan.

No single roadmap, organisation, or individual can represent the aspirations of all the people of
Afghanistan. This Declaration is one step towards deeper cooperation and convergence. We
invite all individuals, organisations, and international partners who share these principles to join
us in building that future.

Cambridge, United Kingdom

Fifth Cambridge Afghanistan Series (CAS-V)
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